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                Press release  |  15.11.2023

                Ways out of the current crises

                Initial recommendations of the German Council for Sustainable Development for updating the country’s sustainable development strategy and advancing sustainability governance 


                Read press release
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			Follow the German Council for Sustainable Development (RNE)
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			Stay up to date

Have us send you the latest news from the German Council and sustainability policy every four weeks (in German).
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I agree that my personal data will be stored and used by the German Council for Sustainable Development (RNE) in accordance with the privacy policy declaration described here.



    
        SUBSCRIBE NOW
    




		


                    

                    
                                                                                    
                                    
                                                                                    
        
        

                            
                    
                        [image: Einige Ratsmitglieder sitzen an einem Tisch im Büro und besprechen das neue Arbeitsprogramm.]
                    
                

            
            
                New work programme published

                The Council has adopted its work programme for the 2023-2026 mandate period and has made social cohesion a priority. Other focus topics are climate neutrality and biodiversity.

                to the work programme
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                            		[image: Professor Katrin Böhning-Gaese, a biologist specialising in ornithology, is Director of the Senckenberg Biodiversity and Climate Research Centre. In January 2023 she was appointed a member of the German Council for Sustainable Development. Photo: © Peter Kiefer]
“Conservation nearly always means climate protection”09.04.2024As Director of the Senckenberg Biodiversity and Climate Research Centre in Frankfurt am Main, Professor Katrin Böhning-Gaese explores the coexistence of people and nature. In our interview she explains why the loss of biodiversity is a threat to humans and how we can rescue nature.

	[image: Teilansicht des Covers der Deutschen Nachhaltigkeitsstrategie, Quelle: Deutsche Nachhaltigkeitsstrategie Weiterentwicklung 2021 (bundesregierung.de)]
The DNS – a plan to secure Germany’s long-term future21.02.2024A revised version of the German Sustainable Development Strategy (DNS) is set to be published at the end of the year. As a partner in the update process, the German Council for Sustainable Development (RNE) is determined to make the DNS more binding, more systematic – and more focused on what comes after 2030.

	[image: Flag of the United Nations, Photo: © edgarwinkler / Pixabay]
A pact for the future06.02.2024The United Nations has big plans for the Summit of the Future in September 2024. A Pact for the Future aims to smooth the waters between the member states and, above all, give the 2030 Agenda a boost. Now the first draft has been published and the tussle begins.

	[image: Man sieht eine bunte Grafik in rot, gelb und grün - die sogenannte Heat-Map.]
Heat-Map about Principal Adverse Impact Indicators (PAIs)31.01.2024DRSC/RNE pilot group "SME Reporting" presents contribution to the discussion on indicators for adverse impacts on sustainability aspects, the Principal Adverse Impact Indicators (PAI) for sustainability reporting by SMEs.
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COP28 must continue to push global climate financing despite multiple crises!05.12.2023Members of the German Council for Sustainable Development at COP28 in Dubai 
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        Tasks and People
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            The Council for Sustainable Development (RNE) is an advisory board appointed by the German government. Chancellor Olaf Scholz appointed 15 people of the public for a 3 year mandate with effect from January 18th 2023.

	The Council
	Office
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        Tackling sustainability
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                        Local Sustainability Reporting Framework
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                        Joint Action for Sustainable Development
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                            [image: Network members at the Global Forum Network Meeting in September 2022 in Cape Town. Photo: Belia Oh Photography © RNE]
                        
                    


                    
                        The Global Forum for National SDG Advisory Bodies
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                            [image: Teilnehmerinnen und Teilnehmer der Regionalen Netzstellen Nachhaltigkeitsstrategien (RENN) am 24. und 25.11.2022 in Berlin. Foto: David Ausserhofer © Rat für Nachhaltige Entwicklung]
                        
                    


                    
                        Regional Hubs for Sustainability Strategies (RENN)
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                        Climate Governance Initiative Germany
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                        Sustainability Culture Fund
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                            [image: Der RNE hat am 31.05.2022 einen Parlamentarischen Abend zum Thema „Stadt. Land. Mobilität?“ organisiert, auf dem Bundestagsabgeordnete, Oberbürgermeister*innen und Landrät*innen die Ergebnisse des Dialogs "Nachhaltige Stadt" und des Landräte-Dialogs zur Mobilitätswende diskutierten. Foto: André Wagenzik © RNE]
                        
                    


                    
                        “Sustainable City” dialogue – mayors for sustainable development in municipalities
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                        The German Sustainability Code (DNK)
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                        German Sustainability Action Days
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        The Council for Sustainable Development is undertaking projects that aim to spread ideas about sustainability in society and the economy.

        All Projects
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    The most important events
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            Here you will find the events organized by the council and external events.
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                SpringSchool on Corporate Sustainability Management
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                KliMaWirtschaft - Klimamanagement in Unternehmen (für Multiplikator:innen)
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                Kommunaltraining 2024: Leitprinzipien und Handlungsansätze zur Nachhaltigen Entwicklung in Kommunen
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    Here you will find all documents of the council
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            Publications of the Council can be downloaded as PDF files.

    	Speeches & cause for thought
	Recommendations & statements
	Studies & expert opinions
	Publications & brochures
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                                Sustainable economic reform must go hand in hand with decent work on a thriving planet.

                            
                        

                        










                                                            
                            
                            Reiner Hoffmann

                                                            
                                                    

                        Chair of the Council; Former President German Trade Union Confederation; Member European Economic and Social Committee (EESC)
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                                For me, sustainability means holding our actions accountable to our grandchildren. Without self-censorship or fear of loss but instead grounded in good ideas and joy for what lies ahead.

                            
                        

                        


                                                            
                            
                             Gunda Röstel

                                                            
                                                    

                        Deputy Chair of the Council; Commercial Director Stadtentwässerung Dresden GmbH; Authorized Representative GELSENWASSER AG
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                                For me, sustainability means living in harmony with nature. We as human beings are able to lead a good life only in balance with the planet’s other living beings.

                            
                        

                        


                                                            
                            
                            Prof. Dr Katrin Böhning-Gaese

                                                            
                                                    

                        Director Senckenberg Biodiversity and Climate Research Centre; Professor Goethe University Frankfurt
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                                Social innovators need greater visibility and support to realise their ideas. These are the people who shape the progress of our society and tackle the challenges of our time.

                            
                        

                        


                                                            
                            
                            Zarah Bruhn

                                                            
                                                    

                        Social entrepreneur; Commissioner for Social Innovation at the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF); Founder and Managing Director socialbee
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                                We will only solve global challenges like the climate crisis if the state, the economy and society pull together to anchor sustainability as a priority and common responsibility.
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                        Mayor of the Federal City of Bonn
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                                We will only succeed in transforming our society into a value-oriented and resource-efficient one, if we can manage to consider social and environmental responsibility and economic success together at executive level.
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                        Chair of the Management Board of Greiner AG
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                                Sustainable thinking is a never-ending, demanding process of negotiation on the principle that we only have one world to play with.

                            
                        

                        


                                                            
                            
                            Tanja Gönner

                                                            
                                                    

                        Director General Federation of German Industries (BDI)
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                                We can only overcome these individual crises – including the nature and climate crises – if we tackle them holistically. If we neglect or postpone one crisis, we will struggle to tackle the others.

                            
                        

                        


                                                            
                            
                            Jörg-Andreas Krüger

                                                            
                                                    

                        President Nature and Biodiversity Conservation Union (NABU)
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                                How can I shape my life in a way that fosters sustainability? This question links individual action and social transformation. Helping to answer this question, especially through innovative evidence-based approaches, has driven me for years.

                            
                        

                        


                                                            
                            
                            Prof. Dr Mark G. Lawrence

                                                            
                                                    

                        Scientific Director Research Institute for Sustainability, Helmholtz Centre Potsdam (RIFS)
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                                Gone are the days when sustainability solely meant trying to prevent social or environmental disasters. We must aspire to improve people’s lives and the state of nature. Sustainability should be the promise of a better life!

                            
                        

                        


                                                            
                            
                            Prof. Dr Kai Niebert

                                                            
                                                    

                        President German League for Nature and Environment (DNR)
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                                Sustainable development means facilitating the best possible living conditions without compromising the potential for future generations. This is only achievable if we build the right sustainability indicators into our functioning social market economy.
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                        President German Agricultural Society (DLG)
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                                The greatest challenge in the coming years will be learning to function within planetary boundaries. We need to transform each and every economic process at play to minimise their impact on nature and the environment.
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                        Vice President German Federation for the Environment and Nature Conservation (BUND) – Friends of the Earth Germany
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                                Sustainable development requires greatest possible recognition of commonalities as well as acceptance of differences.

                            
                        

                        


                                                            
                            
                            Dr Werner Schnappauf

                                                            
                                                    

                        Lawyer and consultant; Former Minister of State
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                                Sustainability – along with peaceful coexistence – is one of the greatest challenges facing us as human beings. Both always start with us and in small ways. And helps us see the big picture and our responsibility for all future generations.

                            
                        

                        


                                                            
                            
                            Dr Franziska Tanneberger

                                                            
                                                    

                        Director Greifswald Mire Centre (GMC)
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                                Various transformations need to take place, and the greatest challenge will be shaping these transitions in a way that reduces inequality.

                            
                        

                        


                                                            
                            
                            Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul

                                                            
                                                    

                        Former Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development
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